
NAHJ Region 3

D.C. Chapter Meeting 

Minutes Aug. 3, 2010

Location: Rooftop patio, 4801 Connecticut Ave. NW, courtesy of Arlene Borenstein

In attendance: Brandon Benavides, chapter president; Vanessa Green, chapter vice president; Arlene Borenstein, At-Large; Ana Gaspar, At-Large, Joanna Hernandez, secretary; Suzanne Gaspar, At-Large

Absent: Marisol Bello, treasurer (informed board prior to meeting of family emergency) 

Chapter President Brandon Benavides calls meeting order at 8:13 p.m.

Board Duties

After introductions, Brandon went over responsibilities and what he needed from each board member. As vice president, Vanessa will help Brandon with translations and attend events representing the chapter when he can‘t; as secretary, Joanna takes minutes and manages communication with members; and as treasurer, Marisol keeps financial records. Brandon said he’d like Arlene, Ana and Suzanne, the at-large officers, to each take on a project that would be discussed later. 

State of the Chapter

There are 540 members in the mid-Atlantic region; about 150 belong to the D.C. Chapter. Brandon said he wanted to work on getting members active. He said he also wants to appeal to Spanish-language journalists and will be reaching out to them. There was discussion about providing bilingual workshops and getting the word out about the chapter to encourage people to join.

Arlene said to come up with a new way to recruit, we need to get more creative. Vanessa said e-mail and phoning people won’t work. Arlene thinks to split up membership list and call as a board member is way to go. Brandon said we can at some point do a phone bank. Arlene said we need to do this sooner than later. Brandon wants to include the membership, get them involved. 

Creating Mission Statement

We agreed to continue working on the wording of the mission statement to make sure it reflects that we are an organization of and for Latino journalists and we support the fair and accurate coverage of the Latino community. Joanna will send out a rough draft via e-mail, and we will going back and forth on revisions and be ready to send to Brandon by Friday, Aug. 6. 

Club Logo 

Brandon proposed incorporating the national symbol, a lowercase “n” with a tilde, and add the Capitol in the background. Someone suggested making a short contest of it. Since we’d like to roll out the logo at the Membership Meeting, which was scheduled during this meeting for Tuesday, Sept. 14, the contest deadline will be tight. We do have a plan B, thanks to Arlene. 

Financial Report

Brandon said he had requested a 2010 financial statement from National. Membership has been discounted through the end of the year, so National has suspended giving the chapter half of the membership fee of anyone who joins NAHJ from July 21 until Dec. 31, 2010. It resumes in 2011.

Membership Report

As mentioned above, there are 540 members in the mid-Atlantic Region, and 150 are D.C. Chapter members. Brandon says we’ve had great attendance at mixers, averaging at about 25 at mixers, but he’s surprised that, now knowing that we have 150 chapter members, more are not attending. He’d like to see more members become active.

Vanessa said part of the problem is that people are tired after a long day at work. They just want to go home and don’t want to network. Perhaps people would come if they got a phone call from a friend. We need to tap into friends to attend events, call people on the phone and have the event somewhere where it’s going to attract people. 

Meeting and Mixer
Ana said she could look into having the mixer at the Costa Rica Embassy. Joanna asked why have the mixer at the embassy instead of a news organization? Brandon said he’d like to have the chapter meeting at a news organization and the mixer somewhere else, like the embassy. Suzanne said an embassy seems interesting and might be more appealing. 

Suzanne thought a good way to raise funds was to ask members to contribute $5 to attend events. Joanna said maybe it would be good to let members in free, but charge a guest $5. Brandon said the money raised could go to the scholarship fund. Ana said perhaps it would be good to have a breakfast, but Vanessa nixed that idea out of the gate. 

. Brandon thinking of having chapter meeting at his NBC4 office. Vanessa said to call it: Kick off Hispanic Heritage Month With NAHJ. Suzanne said she’d look into having AP as a fall-back location, Joanna said she’d do the same at the Washington Post. We agreed on Tuesday, Sept. 14 for the first membership meeting under Brandon‘s leadership. We discussed having an informational meeting, inviting editors to join a panel on “How to negotiate your new job offer” or something like that. More planning needs to continued after the meeting.

Brandon wants to do first mixer during Hispanic heritage month in October and invite public information officers of all organization. Mixer date was scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 21. 

Volunteers

Arlene and Ana will work together as Social Directors to plan projects. Their first project is the mixer in October. 

Brandon and Joanna will work on the particulars of the Membership Meeting.

Financial Matters

Budget gets discussed. 

Vanessa questions whether the T-shirts would sell better at a more affordable price than $25. Brandon explains the money is going to scholarship. He mentions he likes the idea us wearing the T-shirts for recognition. 

Arlene asks that $1,000 be dedicated for the mixer event. Brandon wants to propose $600 (he had originally thought $400); Suzanne said she’d make calls, find out what we can get then come up with figure.

Suzanne says lets investigate, keeping $600 in mind; Brandon asked Arlene, Ana and Suzanne to begin pricing and finding location for mixer of Oct. 21. Deadline to submit suggestions to Brandon is Aug. 17. Can have a conference call or e-mail ahead of time. 

Budget not voted on.

Tabled Discussion 

Organizing the Community Service Project is put off for the future because of time; meeting is running late. 

Chapter eNewsletter


Suzanne and Joanna will work on creating. Vanessa will translate. We’re thinking four pages. Content includes link to national, chapter meeting minutes, board members bios with  photo, calendar of events, announcement of events like the mixer, job announcements; chapter financial statements; members on the move; the possibilities are endless.  

Chapter Web site

Brandon requested $50 to purchase a domain name and maintenance of a Web site for a year. Joanna motioned that we approve his request, and a friendly amendment suggested by Suzanne was later added to the motion to say that any left over money be returned to the chapter for deposit into its account. Arlene seconded Joanna’s motion. Vanessa questioned the redundancy of having a Web site and an eNewsletter. We decided to come up with an eNewsletter, at least until the Web site was up and functioning.

Vote on motion to provide Brandon with $50 to cover the cost of purchasing a domain name and maintenance of that site for a year and that if these services cost less than the provided sum, the leftover money is returned to the chapter. 

Motion passes, all in attendance in favor.

For the Future

Suzanne said she’d like us to explore perhaps establishing a code of conduct on how we as board members conduct ourselves online. She said maybe we need to have something added to the bylaws discussing online behavior for the board. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:43 p.m.
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